
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday, July 6, 2007, the Heralds of Harmony participated 
in  the  Chorus  Contest  of  the  69th Annual International 
Convention of the Barbershop Harmony Society, held this year 
in Denver, Colorado.   The  2007  contest venue was the 
beautiful  Pepsi  Center  in  downtown  Denver  and  the   
competition featured the best 31 choruses of the world. 
Entering the contest,  the Heralds were ranked 27th,  but    
surprised everyone by finishing at 17th.... scoring nearly 100 
points better than their previous international appearance in 
Salt Lake City in 2005. It was a delightful week for the 55 guys 
on the risers,  along with their family, friends and fans who 
attended the convention. Words of thanks will never be 
enough to express the deep gratitude the Heralds feel for all 
their supporters, coaches, and especially their director, Bill 
Billings (in his very first International Chorus directorship). 
As it was said, many times during the trip to Denver:   
   IT'S GREAT TO BE A HERALD!  
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...AND that rehearsal will include two very      
important things. 
· A complete re-cap and sharing of the HoH 

Denver Contest experience  
  AND 
· The introduction of the fall competition 

package 
This is a night that NO Herald should miss…. 
And if you’ve been an inactive member for a 
while, this is the perfect time to step back onto 
the risers.       You’ll be very glad you did! 

Here’s a screen shot from the DENVER POST’S 
website.  The newspaper covered several events 

at this year’s convention.    
One of their videos featured 4 Heralds. 
To watch the whole video, visit this link: 

   http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_6306615  
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RE: JACKSONVILLE OMNI HOTEL ROOM 
information for fall contest - 
We have just gotten word that reservations 
may be made for the OMNI in Jacksonville 
for the fall District Contest—October 5-7 
Starting on Sunday, July 15, you may make 
phone reservations for those October dates. 
 
· $94 per night (King or Double) plus tax &  
         parking at checkout  
* 2 (two) night stay minimum requirement 
* 2 (two) room reservations maximum per  
         credit card 
* 'No shows' billed for 1 room night - '1 night  
      departures' billed for 2nd room night 

* Cancellations/ changes after September 14, 2007 must be  
    approved by Tony Fortune (District Housing chairman) 
* For additional room nights other than Thur, Oct 4th thru Sat, Oct 6th  
         please contact Tony Fortune at  fountain9@bellsouth.net    
          (or by phone 386-760-9006) 
* September 14, 2007 midnight is the cutoff date for Convention  
           group rate. 
* Overflow hotel to be determined. 
* The All Events Registration is available on the District web   
        site at this location:   
       http://www.sunshinedistrict.org/Merchant2/merchant.mvc? 
The recommendation is to get your room reserved IMMEDIATELY        
(if you want to stay in the Omni).    
As you may recall, the Omni was filled 
with in just a couple of days when the 
rooms were made available for the May 
convention. 
Omni Phone reservation number          
     (800) 843-6664 
or direct number of the Jacksonville Omni     
     (904) 355-6664  



What Are Harmony Brigades ? 
By John Alexander (Jacksonville, FL) and Joe Kane (Tampa, FL) 
 
There are several Harmony Brigades currently in existence.  The original Brigade is the 
Confederate Harmony Brigade, first established as an honorary “chapter” of the Dixie 
District of SPEBSQSA (a/k/a the Barbershop Harmony Society or “BHS”).  The newer 
Brigades have a different focus, being oriented towards ambitious quartetters who are 
willing and able to learn and sing well a set of challenging arrangements; they are 
called “Extreme Quartetting” Brigades. 
 
Confederate Harmony Brigade 
The Confederate Harmony Brigade (“CHB”) was formed in 1958. It drew its members 
from among all chapters in SPEBSQSA’s Dixie District, which at that time included 
Florida.  When Florida became the Sunshine District, it remained within the CHB as a 
way of continuing the camaraderie already established within the original Dixie District. 
  
CHB  members must be Society and Sunshine/Dixie members,  must be involved in 
administration at any level of the Society, and must be willing and able to sing.  Active 
membership is limited to 50 “Colonels” (all new members are automatically given the 
Colonel rank).  Additionally, several “Generals” make up the Command Staff, or Board 
of Directors and officers, and members can elect to become Senior Staff if they have 
been  members  at least  five years  and are 65 or older.   Currently the total CHB 
membership is 75-80.   
 
The  CHB  meets  once  a year, usually the weekend after Labor Day, at a Dixie or 
Sunshine District chapter location and, in addition to the weekend of fun, puts on a 
combined  Saturday  night  show  with  the  hosting  chapter.   There  is a standard 
repertoire that varies gradually over time, and for new invitees, sheet music and a 
learning CD are sent out after a registration fee is received.  CHB also conducts a 
pickup quartet contest where the names of singers who choose to participate are 
pulled  from a hat,  as it were,  and the top finalists from a Friday night preliminary 
competition compete after the Saturday night show.  The CHB awards annual plaques 
for quartet winners, outstanding guests, and for the Barbershopper of the Annual Rally 
(B.O.A.R. Award). 
 
 Attendance at a CHB rally is strictly by invitation from an existing member, and each 
invitee,  or  "Camp Follower",  as he is called, must attend at least three successive 
rallies to be considered for membership.  CHB has a private website for its members. 
 
For more information about the CHB, please email Commanding General Jim Sams at 
jimsamsca@bellsouth.net or Brig. General Ron Hesketh at joyron1@earthlink.net .  
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http://www.cafepress.com/tampabayhoh2004  
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                Tampa Chapter 2007 Officers and Boa rd of Directors  
President                                                   Bob Morrissey                      rmorris146@aol.com 
Immediate Past President / VP-Events     Nick Schwob                        nickschwob@cs.com  
Treasurer                                                   Al Kelly                      akelly05@tampabay.rr.com  
Secretary                                                   Lou Wurmnest                 Louwurmnest@aol.com 
Vice President - Music and Performance  John Pennington        jppennington@comcast.net 
Vice President - Membership                    Bruce Yeager                           bcysr@yahoo.com 
Vice President - Public Relations              Steve Matheson                    stevecmat@aol.com 
Vice President - Financial Development   Bill Phipps                            BillPhipps@msn.com 
Vice President - Performance Marketing  Dave Roberts                       Daver1103@aol.com 
Board Member At Large                           Paul Carter   (’07)            carter@verizonmail.com  
Board Member At Large                           Dr. John Solak (‘07)                    slkjj@verizon.net 
Board Member At Large                           Lynn Hineman ('08)          lhineman1@yahoo.com 
Board Member At Large                           Joe Kane ('09)              bbshop@tampabay.rr.com 
Music Director                                           Bill Billings                   wbillin1@tampabay.rr.com 
Assistant Music Director                           Jeff Lathom                  jlathom@tampabay.rr.com 
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Be sure to visit the SHARED RESOURCES page in the M embers area of the HoH   
                       site each week.   You never know what you might find there! 

Dear….? 
Have you seen the cat? 

What do you mean, honey? 
It seems perfectly logical to me! 


