
 

Heralds welcome back TONY DeROSA  
for an evening of coaching, singing,  

laughing and learning. 
 

 
Tony spent the day 
with the Heralds on 
February 26 in 
both individual 
voice lessons and 
a  “marathon”   
chorus rehearsal to 
work on the HoH 
contest music for 
Denver.   
  

It was an evening of discovering some of the true  
artistry in making great   
barbershop harmony.  
 
The 3+ hours spent on the 
risers that night were well 
worth the energy expended 
to realize a new level of  
musicianship and enjoy-
ment in the performance of 
our craft.   Thanks Tony! 
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Just look at this… It’s happened 
again, in just a week’s time! 
ANOTHER NEW GUY HAS    
SUCCESSUFULLY AND           
OFFICIALLY JOINED  
THE HERALDS. 
This time it’s new baritone,  
             Randy White. 
Welcome, Randy.   
Glad to have you on the risers. 
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ANOTHER GREAT COACHING NIGHT: 
March 13 will be the next evening with a       
barbershop “expert”.  Steve Jamison will return 
for another session with the Heralds.  This is 
the guy who will help us with the “tension/
release” and “platforms” that we always talk 
about.   Be there on 3/13 to hear it right from 
the “horse’s mouth”. 
 

ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY CHORUS RETREAT: 
The Heralds are having a special weekend retreat for 
contest preparation and fun on March 30-April 1.   
Location is Hawthorne, FL and guest coaches for the 
weekend are  Steve Jamison and Bob Hodges.  
These internationally acclaimed leaders will assist us 
in our pursuit of yet another chorus milestone.  
EVERY HERALD should plan to be there for the 
weekend.   Missing it would be a tragedy! 

BE SURE TO SIGN UP FOR THE  
RETREAT WITH JOHN PENNINGTON! 

 
SUNSHINE DISTRICT SPRING CONVENTION: 
The  Heralds  will  be  participating 
in the May 4-5 district convention in 
Jacksonville as we sing away the 
chorus trophy won just a year ago. 
Convention  registrations  as  well  
as  hotel room reservations can be secured at the 
following link: 

http://sunshinedistrict.org/conventions    
  
The leader in the leisure and 
business car rental market, 
and The Barbershop Harmony 

Society, the world’s largest all-male singing organization, 
have created a partnership to provide benefits for BHS’s 
30,000 members. 
Society members will receive special year-round discounts 
on daily, weekly, weekend, and monthly rentals for any 
business or pleasure traveling in the U.S. or worldwide. 
Your Hertz CDP# 1741435 is the key.  To receive more 
information, members can call Barbershop Harmony     
Society headquarters at 800-876-SING (7464) or visit 
www.barbershop.org/hertz or call 1-800-654-2210 or visit 
the Hertz  website  at www.hertz.com  when  making  your 
reservation. Then present your Hertz Member Discount 
Card at the time of rental.    It’s that easy! 
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    I love singing barbershop music as an amateur second-
generation barbershopper.    Although I have been raised on     
Barbershop music since childhood, I don’ t have a fraction of the 
knowledge and talent which is shared by the elite like our coaches 
and directors. This makes me want to listen and try to produce the 
sound they instruct. It’ s funny how it sometimes takes years to 
comprehend what has been repeated on a weekly basis, but when I 
finally understand, it’ s like having an epiphany.  
    I have been singing under the direction of these elite barber-
shoppers since I joined the Heralds. Two and a half years later I 
am finally piecing together some of the lessons we have been 
taught. Perhaps this angle of our lessons might shed some light on 
some of you as it has on me. Every week during warm-ups, Bill 
asks us to imagine having an egg standing on end in our mouth to 
open the sound. To help us visualize this, he uses his hands cupped 
toward each other as he separates them. I recently recalled a last 
minute rehearsal in Daytona at which Jeff helped us warm up for 
“ It’ s You.”  He suggested we keep our tongues down as we lift the 
roof of our mouths up in order to get a cleaner “OO” sound for 
YOU. This is exactly what Bill is asking us to do as well. I find it 
is easy to think about lifting the roof of my mouth for the egg, but 
forget that it won’ t fit in if my tongue isn’ t down! Every time I 
have done this, the sound resonates more than I could imagine. Try 
it – Hum a note with your tongue up and then move it down as far 
as you can to see if you can hear a difference…    what I heard 
baffled me! Now I try to remember when he asks for the “egg”  to 
not only “ raise the roof”  but to control my tongue as well. As I 
said earlier, I love singing barbershop music. I really do. I love 
hearing the sound of the chords produced, and the thought that I 
am helping in that sound makes it that much more enjoyable. I 
know you do too, that’s why we do what we do! Too often though, 
especially when singing the older songs I have sung every day 
since joining the chorus, my mind tends to wander just enough for 
me to forget why I’m singing or what the meaning of the song is. 
Perhaps this is why we always have to be reminded to “perform”  
the song as we sing it. What does it mean to perform? Shifting my 
weight to build and release tension? Moving my head and arms to 
show the feeling of the song? I believe that many of these moves 
are for our own benefit more than for the benefit of the audience. 
When I’m in the audience, I’m not looking for movement; I’m 
looking at the singers’  faces. A smile goes a long way to prove to 
the audience that I do love barbershopping. However, there may 
be more involved in the smile than meets the eye (if you’ ll allow 
me that pun).  
    Another thing Bill reminds us about every week is to relieve 
tension in the throat, jaw and face. Believe me, this is extremely 
difficult for a Tenor who is always singing in falsetto. The head 
tones make it easy to lock my jaw and tense the muscles in my 
face; but, when I smile all that goes away. By lifting my cheeks up 
even just slightly, I find it near impossible to lock my jaw or 
tighten any muscles which shouldn’ t be tightened. This causes me 
to produce a cleaner and more relaxed sound, which, I believe, is 
closer to what Bill and Jeff are looking for.  
What am I suggesting?  
                  SMILE SMILE SMILE!  
 
              A Friend in Song,       Brian Weber  
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Flex 4 Thanked - 
Bob Morrissey  (HoH 
president) recently       
received a letter that    
included these words: 
“ I want to take the        
opportunity to tell you 
what a pleasure it was 
this past weekend to 
have one of your      
quartets perform at my Homecoming Banquet and                 
Reception….”The Flexible Four.    … The manner in which….  
the  Flexible  Four  represented   themselves as well as your      
organization, the HOH, is very much appreciated.  You may rest 
assured that I would be most happy to have them perform for 
us again in the future.” 
        Shirley A. Curtin  -  Order of the White Shrine of Jerusalem 

Pirate Idol in Ybor - 
On Saturday night, Feb. 24, a foursome from HoH, led by Dan 
McFarlane, participated in a fundraising event in Ybor City 
called the PIRATE 
IDOL CONTEST 
(patterned after the TV 
show “American Idol”).      
All contestants had to 
be members of the  
participating Gasparilla 
Krewes,  but several 
guest entertainers were 
also put on the stage 
during the  evening.   
Dan, along with Jim 
Colvin, Brad Grabill, 
and John Santamaria,     
offered the lively night-
club crowd a little 
“change of pace” with 
two rousing   barbershop numbers and received an enthusias-
tic audience reaction as well as several compliments from the 
three contest judges.   
It certainly wasn’t the typical barbershop audience or venue… 
but the guys still had much fun! 

Songfellows with Colin Powell  - 
 

Recently, SONGFELLOWS, had 
the opportunity to perform the    
National Anthem at the Tampa 
Jewish Federation’s President’s 
dinner featuring guest speaker,  
former Secretary of State,         
General Colin Powell.                    
It was a great thrill for the guys to 
be asked to honor the nation as 
well as their hobby in front of  
such a prestigious audience. 
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Be sure to visit the SHARED RESOURCES page in the Members area of the HoH   
                       site each week.   You never know what you might find there! 
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                Tampa Chapter 2007 Officers and Board of Directors 
President                                                   Bob Morrissey                      rmorris146@aol.com 
Immediate Past President / VP-Events     Nick Schwob                        nickschwob@cs.com  
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Vice President - Public Relations              Steve Matheson                    stevecmat@aol.com 
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Vice President - Performance Marketing  Dave Roberts                       Daver1103@aol.com 
Board Member At Large                           Paul Carter   (’07)            carter@verizonmail.com  
Board Member At Large                           Dr. John Solak (‘07)                    slkjj@verizon.net 
Board Member At Large                           Lynn Hineman (©08)          lhineman1@yahoo.com 
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Music Director                                           Bill Billings                   wbillin1@tampabay.rr.com 
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A Montana cowboy was overseeing his herd in a remote mountainous    pasture when suddenly a 
brand-new BMW advanced out of a dust cloud towards him. 
The driver, a young man in a Brioni suit, Gucci shoes, Ray Ban sunglasses and YSL tie, leans out the 
window and asks the cowboy, "If I tell you exactly how many cows and calves you have in your herd, will 
you give me a calf?"  
The cowboy looks at the man, obviously a yuppie, then looks at his peacefully grazing herd and calmly 
answers, "Sure, Why not?" 
The yuppie parks his car, whips out his Dell notebook computer, connects it to his Cingular RAZR V3 
cell phone, and surfs to a NASA page on the Internet, where he calls up a GPS satellite navigation    

system to get an exact fix on his location which he then feeds to another NASA Satellite that scans the area in an     
ultra-high-resolution photo. The young man then opens the digital photo in Adobe Photoshop and exports it to an      
image processing facility in Hamburg, Germany. 
Within seconds, he receives an email on his Palm Pilot that the image has been processed and the data stored. .He 
then accesses a MS-SQL database through an ODBC connected Excel spreadsheet with email on his Blackberry and, 
after a few minutes, receives a       response. 
Finally, he prints out a full-color, 150-page report on his hi-tech, miniaturized HP LaserJet printer and turns to the    
cowboy and says, "You have exactly 1,586 cows and calves." 
"That©s right. Well, I guess you can take one of my calves," says the cowboy. He watches the young man select an  
animal and looks on amusedly as the young man stuffs it into the trunk of his car. 
Then the cowboy says to the young man,    "Hey, if I can tell you exactly what your business is, will you give me back 
my calf?" 
The young man thinks about it for a second and then says, "Okay, why not?" 
You©re a Congressman for the U S. Government," says the cowboy. 
"Wow! That©s correct," says the yuppie, "but how did you guess that?" 
"No guessing required." answered the cowboy. 
"You showed up here even though nobody called you; you want to get paid for 
an answer I already knew, to a question I never asked. You tried to show me 
how much smarter than me you are; and you don©t know a thing about cows...  
this is a herd of sheep.     
                  Now give me back my dog." 
 

 


